Boondocking Research & Verification Checklist

Boondocking Research & Verification Checklist —
v1.0

*Companion to:** *The Complete Reality Check Guide to Boondocking*
**Author:** Boondock or Bust « **Date:** 2025-11-02

TL;DR

Spend 20-30 minutes on research to avoid $85-$500+ violations and wasted trips. Use official sources
first; treat app data as hints, not truth.

1) Area & Agency Snapshot

m Target region / nearest town:

m Primary managing agency (pick one): BLM m USFS m NPS m State Parks/Lands m Other m
m Confirm dispersed/undeveloped camping **allowed** in this unit/district.

m MVUM / official map downloaded (if USFS) and saved offline.

m Boundary notes (adjacent agencies, private/state trust):

**Links to start**

* BLM “Visit” landing (by state/field office)

* USFS Recreation + MVUM (by forest & district)
* NPS park page (Backcountry/Permits)

« State lands/parks camping page (passes & rules)

2) Passes, Permits, Reservations

m State access pass required? (e.g., Discover Pass, Adventure Pass, Red Rock, State Trust)
Type:_ Cost: $ Where to buy:

m Site/area permit or nightly fee? (e.g., Sand Flats, special districts)



Type: Cost: $ Method: Rec.gov m Onmsite m Phone m

m Max stay & move rules (e.g., 14 days then move 25+ miles):

m Group size / vehicle limits:

m Fire status (current stage & allowed devices):

3) Access, Conditions, Closures

Road status: clearance needed? grades? recent washouts?

Seasonal restrictions / wildlife closures checked.

Fire restrictions verified (state + local + federal).

Weather hazards (wind, flood, snow) checked for your dates.

m Dump/water locations plotted (name, hours, fee):

**Call script (ranger/office)**

> “Hi, planning dispersed camping at [area]. Can you confirm if it's open now, current fire stage, road
access for a [rig length/type], any permits or passes required, and any temporary closures?”

Numbers to call: Field Office / District: Secondary:

4) Site Verification (Before You Commit)

Confirm legal camping *layer* on official map (not just app pins).

Set GPS *within* legal boundary; mark “nom go” buffers (waterways, archaeology).

Satellite check: turnouts, turnmradius, slope, surface, shade, solar exposure.

Cell coverage check (if required) & offline map tiles downloaded.

Photos / recent reports used **only** as secondary validation.

Apps (secondary): Campendium m iOverlander m FreeRoam m The Dyrt m Other m

5) Backups & Timing

m Backup 1 (< 25-50 miles) « Permit? m Notes:

m Backup 2 (< 25-50 miles) « Permit? m Notes:

m Arrival timing avoids peak hours & softmsand heating (midm day).



6) Compliance Triggers (Ticket Magnets)

Required pass displayed (mirror/dash).

Parked = 200 ft from water (or local rule).

Fire rules followed; no new fire scars.

Waste plan: **no grey on ground**, packm out everything.

14mday clock tracked; move distance rule respected.

**Typical Fine Ranges** (for awareness):
Missing pass $85-$97 « No permit $185-$485 « 14mday overstay $275-$500 ¢
<100-200 ft from water $185-$350 « Waste violations $300-$750 « Fire bans $500-$1,200

7) Prem Trip Packing (research edition)

m Printed/Offline MVUM or BLM PDF map
m Permit receipts & screenshots offline
m Agency phone numbers saved

m Paper directions to backups

Notes

© 2025 Boondock or Bust — Use responsibly. This checklist is an informational aid; always follow
current, official regulations.



