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RISK ASSESSMENT CALCULATOR

SECTION A: GEOGRAPHIC RISK FACTORS
Score each factor based on your planned camping locations:

#### 1. State Risk Level (Choose highest risk state for trip)

• Arizona (LTVA areas): 8 points

• California (desert regions): 7 points

• Utah (Moab corridor): 6 points

• Nevada (urban vicinity): 5 points

• Colorado (Front Range): 4 points

• Remote Nevada/Utah/Colorado: 2 points

• New Mexico: 3 points

Your Score: _____ points

#### 2. Distance from Population Centers

• Within 25 miles of cities >50,000 people: 6 points

• 25-50 miles from major population: 4 points

• 50-100 miles from major population: 2 points

• More than 100 miles from major population: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 3. Road Access Level

• Paved road access (visible from main roads): 5 points

• Gravel road access (1-3 miles from pavement): 3 points

• 4WD track access (3+ miles from pavement): 2 points

• Remote/difficult access (>5 miles, high clearance): 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 4. Proximity to Popular Attractions

• Adjacent to National Parks/Monuments: 6 points

• Within 10 miles of major attractions: 4 points
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• Within 25 miles of popular destinations: 3 points

• Remote from tourist destinations: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

GEOGRAPHIC SUBTOTAL: _____ points

SECTION B: TEMPORAL RISK FACTORS
#### 5. Season and Month

Arizona:

• December-March: 8 points

• April-May: 4 points

• June-November: 2 points

California:

• Year-round high-traffic areas: 6 points

• Fire season (March-November): 7 points

• Off-season: 3 points

Utah:

• May-September: 6 points

• March, October (sweep months): 8 points

• November-February: 2 points

Colorado:

• July-August (peak season): 7 points

• May-June, September: 5 points

• October-April (limited access): 1 point

Other States:

• Peak seasons: 5 points

• Shoulder seasons: 3 points

• Off-seasons: 2 points

Your Score: _____ points

#### 6. Day of Week Arrival

• Friday-Saturday arrival: 5 points

• Sunday arrival: 3 points

• Monday-Thursday arrival: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 7. Holiday Periods

• Major holidays (Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day): 6 points

• School vacation periods: 4 points

• Special events (Quartzsite RV shows, etc.): 8 points

• Non-holiday periods: 1 point
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Your Score: _____ points

TEMPORAL SUBTOTAL: _____ points

SECTION C: BEHAVIORAL RISK FACTORS
#### 8. Camping Duration

• 14 days (maximum allowed): 6 points

• 10-13 days: 4 points

• 7-9 days: 2 points

• 1-6 days: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 9. Group Size

• 8+ people/vehicles: 5 points

• 4-7 people/vehicles: 3 points

• 2-3 people/vehicles: 2 points

• Solo camping: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 10. Equipment Visibility

• Large RV (>30 feet), bright colors: 4 points

• Medium RV (20-30 feet), standard colors: 3 points

• Small RV (<20 feet), earth tones: 2 points

• Tent camping, minimal footprint: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 11. Activity Level

• ATVs, generators, large gatherings: 5 points

• Moderate activity, some noise: 3 points

• Quiet camping, minimal activity: 2 points

• Stealth camping approach: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

#### 12. Previous Violations

• 3+ violations in past 2 years: 8 points

• 1-2 violations in past 2 years: 5 points

• No recent violations: 1 point

Your Score: _____ points

BEHAVIORAL SUBTOTAL: _____ points

SECTION D: COMPLIANCE PREPAREDNESS
#### 13. Required Equipment Status
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• Missing multiple required items: 6 points

• Missing 1-2 required items: 4 points

• Have all required equipment but untested: 2 points

• Have all required equipment, tested and ready: -2 points (subtract)

Your Score: _____ points

#### 14. Documentation Preparedness

• No GPS tracking or documentation plan: 5 points

• Basic documentation (photos only): 3 points

• Good documentation (GPS + photos): 1 point

• Comprehensive tracking system: -3 points (subtract)

Your Score: _____ points

#### 15. Rule Knowledge Level

• Unfamiliar with current BLM rules: 5 points

• Basic knowledge, some uncertainty: 3 points

• Good knowledge of general rules: 1 point

• Expert knowledge of state-specific rules: -2 points (subtract)

Your Score: _____ points

PREPAREDNESS SUBTOTAL: _____ points

RISK SCORE CALCULATION
TOTAL RISK SCORE:
Geographic Subtotal:     _____ points
Temporal Subtotal:       _____ points  
Behavioral Subtotal:     _____ points
Preparedness Subtotal:   _____ points
                        ____________
TOTAL SCORE:            _____ points

RISK LEVEL INTERPRETATION

LOW RISK (15-25 points)
Violation Probability: <2%

Recommended Actions:

• Continue current practices

• Maintain basic documentation

• Review rules annually

• Consider sharing knowledge with other campers

Cost Impact: Minimal - $50-200 annual compliance costs
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MODERATE RISK (26-40 points)
Violation Probability: 5-15%

Recommended Actions:

• Enhance documentation procedures

• Invest in all required equipment

• Study state-specific rules in detail

• Consider reducing stay durations

• Improve site selection criteria

Cost Impact: Low-Moderate - $200-500 annual compliance costs

HIGH RISK (41-55 points)
Violation Probability: 20-35%

Recommended Actions:

• Immediate equipment compliance audit

• Comprehensive rule training needed

• Implement daily compliance checklists

• Consider professional camping consultation

• Reduce time in high-enforcement areas

• Develop violation response plan

Cost Impact: Moderate-High - $500-1,200 annual costs including potential fines

EXTREME RISK (56+ points)
Violation Probability: >40%

Recommended Actions:

• URGENT: Complete compliance overhaul required

• Professional legal consultation recommended

• Consider temporary suspension of BLM camping

• Mandatory equipment and knowledge upgrades

• Switch to private campgrounds until compliance achieved

• Develop comprehensive violation defense strategy

Cost Impact: High - $1,200-3,000+ annual costs including likely fines and legal fees

PERSONALIZED PREVENTION STRATEGIES

Strategy Selection Based on Risk Score
#### FOR LOW RISK CAMPERS (15-25 points)

Focus: Maintain Excellence

Equipment Strategy:

• Annual equipment inspection and replacement schedule
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• Invest in quality GPS tracking device ($200-400)

• Maintain basic safety equipment beyond requirements

Knowledge Strategy:

• Subscribe to BLM rule update newsletters

• Annual review of rule changes by state

• Share expertise with camping community

Behavioral Strategy:

• Continue low-profile approach

• Document exemplary practices for others

• Consider mentoring new BLM campers

#### FOR MODERATE RISK CAMPERS (26-40 points)

Focus: Systematic Improvement

Equipment Upgrade Plan:

Priority 1 (Month 1):
■ Portable toilet system: $150-300
■ GPS tracking device/app: $100-200
■ Fire safety equipment: $75-150

Priority 2 (Month 2):
■ Grey water management: $200-500  
■ Documentation tools: $50-150
■ Emergency communication: $100-300

Priority 3 (Month 3):
■ Backup equipment: $100-200
■ Comfort/efficiency upgrades: $200-400

Knowledge Development:

• Complete online BLM camping course (if available)

• Study state-specific enforcement patterns

• Join experienced camper mentorship program

• Practice GPS distance calculations

Risk Reduction Tactics:

• Reduce stay duration to 10-12 days maximum

• Choose weekday arrivals when possible

• Avoid peak enforcement periods

• Improve site selection criteria

#### FOR HIGH RISK CAMPERS (41-55 points)

Focus: Intensive Compliance Program

90-Day Compliance Action Plan:

Days 1-30: Foundation Building

• Complete equipment compliance audit
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• Purchase all missing required equipment

• Enroll in GPS navigation training

• Study BLM regulations for target states

• Practice documentation procedures

Days 31-60: Skill Development

• Complete practice camping trips with full documentation

• Test all equipment under field conditions

• Develop ranger interaction protocols

• Create violation response procedures

• Build compliance support network

Days 61-90: Implementation and Testing

• Execute low-risk camping trips with full protocols

• Refine documentation and compliance procedures

• Build confidence through successful compliance

• Develop long-term camping strategy

Investment Required: $800-1,500 in equipment and training

#### FOR EXTREME RISK CAMPERS (56+ points)

Focus: Complete System Overhaul

Immediate Actions Required:

1 STOP current BLM camping until compliance achieved

2 Schedule legal consultation regarding existing violations

3 Complete comprehensive equipment acquisition

4 Enroll in professional outdoor education program

5 Consider guided camping experiences initially

6-Month Rehabilitation Program:

Months 1-2: Assessment and Planning

• Legal review of violation history

• Professional consultation with experienced BLM campers

• Complete equipment and knowledge assessment

• Develop personalized compliance strategy

• Begin equipment acquisition program

Months 3-4: Training and Skill Building

• Complete formal outdoor education course

• Practice all compliance procedures in controlled environment

• Develop muscle memory for daily compliance routines

• Build support network of experienced campers

• Practice ranger interaction scenarios

Months 5-6: Supervised Implementation

• Complete supervised camping trips with experienced guides
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• Graduate to independent low-risk trips

• Demonstrate consistent compliance over multiple trips

• Build confidence and expertise gradually

Investment Required: $2,000-4,000 including legal fees, equipment, and education

VIOLATION PREVENTION PROTOCOLS

Daily Prevention Checklist
#### Morning Protocol (Every Day)

• [ ] Verify GPS location and coordinates

• [ ] Check fire danger level and restrictions

• [ ] Inspect all required equipment

• [ ] Review weather forecast for compliance impacts

• [ ] Document site condition with photos

#### Evening Protocol (Every Day)

• [ ] Secure all waste from wildlife

• [ ] Extinguish fires completely

• [ ] Update GPS tracking log

• [ ] Prepare next day's compliance plan

• [ ] Review stay duration status

#### Weekly Protocol (Every 7 Days)

• [ ] Calculate exact stay duration remaining

• [ ] Plan relocation route and timing

• [ ] Verify compliance documentation is complete

• [ ] Check equipment functionality

• [ ] Review rule changes for current location

#### Pre-Departure Protocol (Day 14 or Earlier)

• [ ] Complete site cleanup and documentation

• [ ] Calculate precise relocation distance

• [ ] Verify next location compliance requirements

• [ ] Update master camping log

• [ ] Plan 28-day exclusion period

Ranger Interaction Best Practices
#### Preparation Phase

• Keep all documentation easily accessible

• Practice calm, respectful communication

• Know your rights and responsibilities

• Have supervisor contact information ready

• Understand citation appeal process
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#### During Contact

• Remain calm and cooperative

• Answer questions honestly and directly

• Provide requested documentation promptly

• Ask for clarification if needed

• Document the interaction thoroughly

#### Post-Contact Protocol

• Record all details of interaction immediately

• Photograph any citations or warnings

• Contact supervisor if citation seems unjustified

• Begin violation response procedures if needed

• Adjust future compliance strategies based on feedback

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES

Citation Response Protocol
#### Immediate Response (Day 1)

• [ ] Document citation details completely

• [ ] Photograph all related evidence

• [ ] Contact issuing officer's supervisor

• [ ] Begin gathering supporting documentation

• [ ] Consult legal resources if needed

#### 7-Day Response Actions

• [ ] Gather all supporting evidence

• [ ] Interview witnesses if applicable

• [ ] Review violation history and patterns

• [ ] Develop defense strategy

• [ ] Prepare formal response or appeal

#### 30-Day Deadline Management

• [ ] Submit formal appeal or payment

• [ ] Continue evidence preservation

• [ ] Prepare for hearing if applicable

• [ ] Maintain compliance during process

Equipment Failure Protocols
#### Portable Toilet System Failure

Backup Options:

• Carry portable camping toilet as backup

• Know locations of dump stations and restrooms

• Have emergency waste disposal supplies
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• Maintain receipts for all disposal activities

#### GPS Equipment Failure

Backup Options:

• Smartphone GPS with offline maps

• Physical backup GPS device

• Paper maps and compass navigation

• Emergency location sharing capability

#### Vehicle/RV Breakdown in Violation-Prone Area

Emergency Procedures:

• Contact BLM field office immediately

• Document breakdown circumstances

• Arrange emergency relocation if possible

• Maintain compliance despite equipment issues

LONG-TERM RISK MANAGEMENT

Annual Risk Assessment Review
#### Equipment Lifecycle Management

• Annual replacement schedule for safety equipment

• Technology upgrade planning (GPS, communication)

• Preventive maintenance programs

• Emergency equipment redundancy planning

#### Knowledge Maintenance Program

• Annual rule update training

• Seasonal enforcement pattern analysis

• Technology skill development

• Legal requirement updates

#### Cost-Benefit Analysis

• Compare compliance costs vs. violation risks

• Evaluate equipment ROI over time

• Assess camping lifestyle sustainability

• Consider alternative camping strategies

Risk Trend Monitoring
#### Personal Risk Factors

• Track violation rates and circumstances

• Monitor compliance cost trends

• Assess effectiveness of prevention strategies

• Adjust risk tolerance based on life changes
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#### External Risk Factors

• Monitor BLM rule change patterns

• Track enforcement technology improvements

• Assess political and policy changes

• Evaluate alternative camping opportunities

COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS TOOLS

Annual Compliance Budget Calculator
#### Base Compliance Costs

Required Equipment (Annual Replacement): $______
Permits and Fees: $______
Fuel for Compliance (extra movement): $______
Documentation Tools/Apps: $______
Training and Education: $______
Emergency Equipment: $______

TOTAL BASE COSTS: $______

#### Risk-Adjusted Costs

Your Risk Score: _____ points

Estimated Annual Violation Probability:
- Low Risk (15-25): 2% = Base Costs + $50
- Moderate Risk (26-40): 10% = Base Costs + $200  
- High Risk (41-55): 30% = Base Costs + $600
- Extreme Risk (56+): 50% = Base Costs + $1,500

YOUR ESTIMATED TOTAL ANNUAL COST: $______

#### Break-Even Analysis

Cost of Full Compliance: $______
Cost of High-Risk Approach: $______

Net Savings from Compliance: $______
Payback Period: ______ months

SUCCESS METRICS AND TRACKING

Compliance Success Indicators
#### Objective Metrics

• Days camped without violations: _______

• Successful ranger interactions: _______

• Equipment failure incidents: _______

• Emergency situations handled: _______
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• Total compliance costs: $_______

#### Subjective Quality Measures

• Stress level during camping (1-10): _______

• Confidence in rule knowledge (1-10): _______

• Satisfaction with camping experience (1-10): _______

• Willingness to recommend BLM camping (1-10): _______

Monthly Progress Review
Month: __________

Camping Days: _______
Violations: _______
Ranger Contacts: _______
Equipment Issues: _______
Rule Changes Encountered: _______

Compliance Score (1-10): _______
Cost Performance vs. Budget: _______%
Overall Experience Rating (1-10): _______

Improvement Areas Identified:
1. _________________________________
2. _________________________________
3. _________________________________

Next Month's Focus:
1. _________________________________
2. _________________________________
3. _________________________________

Legal Disclaimer: This risk assessment tool is for educational purposes only and does not guarantee
compliance or prevent violations. BLM rules change frequently and enforcement varies by location. Users
are responsible for verifying current regulations and maintaining compliance regardless of risk scores.
Consult legal professionals for specific violation-related advice.

Accuracy Note: Risk probability calculations are based on statistical analysis of 2024 enforcement data
and may not reflect future enforcement patterns or individual circumstances.

© Boondock or Bust — Educational reference only. Verify local regulations before traveling.


